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Lord Minto to Lady Minto.

1 Stratton Street: Thursday, February 15, 1802.

< I am just come from taking my seat in the Impe-
rial House of Lords, and assisting at the reception of
the new Speaker.1 The room is finer in point of
dimensions than the old, but there are no fire-places,
which gives it a less comfortable look, as well as feeling ;
for it is generally extremely cold, and at times oppres-
sively hot, being heated by flues which are not well
regulated. It appears to me also as if the great size
of the room must be disadvantageous to the voice, as
the size of the other theatres is to the other actors.
However, I suppose I must try what can be done with
a loud whisper one of these days. I am sorry to find
Mr. Stewart's course is so long suspended. I hope it
will afford Gilbert an opportunity to advance in mathe-
matics, which it is material to push forward this year,
as a necessary preparation for next winter's course.
Lady Grlenbervie has had a principal share in prepar-
ing Fred for Westminster, and has made herself a really
good Latin scholar. She reads the best Latin authors,
both prose and poetry, with sufficient ease to enjoy
them extremely, and it has certainly not made her pe-
dantic. Lord Grlenbervie told me this, and I believe
it is hardly known to anybody.

< I dined yesterday with Lord and Lady Pelham, and
a dumb waiter, and had much interesting conversation.

1 Mr. Abbot.